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1.

|
| o . KHRUSHGHEY
Personality

Fikite Sergeyevich Khrushehev, Firet Becretary %o the Central
Committee of the CPSU, is s heavy-set man of .medim vheight with a round,
Animtea face and lively hmréwa fent_ms. His syes have bean described
by responsible observ&rs a8 both "dark” and "besdy blus." He has three

I

j

t

}

|

| moles on his cheeks and a tiny' 8lit scar under the ncse, His smile

} reveals two gold biéuapa,&e. His bhair, -en?ze blma,' is now thinning and
alnost» ebm;:ietely grey. He has been described by western observers as &
man .with & great deal of warmth and chamf-contjident, relaxed, and fairly

’ reascnable, It is agreed that,at the present time, he is the wost voluble

| nenber of the Soviet leadership and in an animatad conversgté,on his en-

! thusiaem for his own ideas sometimes exceeds his ebility to be 1agi-cal,and
%o think through what e is going to say. He is now gaining e reputation

as & heavy drinker.

As &an Executﬁe, Ehrushehev has been temed & driver and laborious
worker. He }eeame to bave & practical turn of mind which appeals to ecemon
sense }i.n approaching the most difficult problems. When elaborating on
officisl instructions and criticlsms of work performence he frequently

draws on old Russian proverbs, quips, and slogans to put over his point.
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i - Often such remarks strike s humorous vein snd reveel in Khrushohev a
feeling for the amusing side of life.

| . Knrushch#v 1s married and 1s reported to have many dsughters end at

| least two sons. '.?msmbxg out of affection for & Vkranian tredition, one

| of his daughters 1s named ;nm____, ‘the Ukranien name for legislative assembly.
 fhe eldest of two known sons was killel during World War IT whtle serving

| es & pilot. In 1953 the othar boy vas stulying et an engineertng institute.

The identity of Nedame Knrushcheva has not besn disclossd to scurces outeide -

the USSR, One Khrushcheva (first neme not given) was included in & 1ist of &,
"024 Bolsheviks" who signed & message of greeting to I, V. Stalin on
Novenber 7, 1947, Availsble information does not describe this individusl
further, but 1t 1s not impossible that this womsn is married or related to

H;B‘. Khrushchev, Unconfirmed reports, e&a—ing pr:.maruw from Soviet emigree
cireles and tending to be contradictory, state thet Knrushchev has been

G. M. Malenkov's father-in-lav since sbout 1940. Such reports camnot be

~ verified from svailable sources.

Khrushchev hes resided a long time in Kiev which hes equipped him
with a thorough knovledgs of the Ukvanien langusge end mentality. He 1s
“asid by one source to be very_pomwuthizkrmm vhile remaining an
ardent Communist and Russifier. Another pource, however, which does not
eppear as well placed a8 the former, says that he is unpopular with nons
party Ukrsnicns. AG one time, vhile serving in the Ukraine, Kurushchev
5 doned the embroidered shirt, end on the vhole dressed very simply. In
! _ recent years, however, his tastes have chmgmi and he is known to upprecie‘te‘

|
|
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- - finely tellored and assorted clothing. His personel menners and style of |
speech are described as very aimple and reportedly he posessses the knack
of getting along with the masses. While he has & goof techniesl education
he apperently lacks gultumlrermntanahasawrywmeacfntc
sbrosd end 1t is dcubtful if he is interested, '
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II.
fhronological History

" 1894 | muémmmmmunmlzssbmtﬁvxmcafmmmm
Kirsk Guberniys, just outeids the Ukrentan border, Although Soviet
\ | sources state that his father was & miner, it is more likely that he was
; & worker in the -agrs.culturul or forest in Kursk and later migrated 1o
1894 - thcnonwmining'ma. As a boy Fikite worked a3 & shepherd and then

s 85 en apprentice fitter in Dombas factories. He preswbly renained in
the Ukrains during World War I (there being mo record of his service in
‘the Tear's military forces) snd also during the period of the Ukvanten
Rada.

E

1916 - m'uahchw‘s transition to revolutionary activity ie not vexywell
el documented. It is possible that in 191617 he was influenced by the
lesdership of L. M. Kagsnovich in the Stalino (thean Yuzovkas) region,
vhere & Bolshevik party organization wes active. Although described
later by 8Soviet sources as sn active fighter for the Mlution rrm the
first days of the Octobsr upheaval, mmmhchav mm&wa fulled to join
| 1918 the party mtn mm in 1918, after the establishment of Bolshevik
| power in l&wm and during hie ghth year. According to & Soviet lmgﬂphv
‘/- i £1935) be was atls.@,ed important work in the Civil War es a political
worker against thc forees of Banikin, and later against those of the Folw.
Presunsbly he served under the Bolshaviks® "Rsvolutionary Coemittes,"

vhere he may have had contact with Ukranlm Perty leeder S. V. Xostor

and with K. Ye. Voroshilov, who comanded Bed troops in the 8talino exes,
i
|
|
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1919 - Following this reported Civil War service Khrushehev worked in
e the Donbas mines until ebout 1922, He then attended s Workers' _?aaulty

{Rabfek) os h stulent, where he nmulmcusly served as Secretary of
the Perty organigation. After ccmpleting his course he became Secretary
of & Reyon Party Committee in Stalino Cblast', end then sivenced to
leadtng Party posts in Stalino citys Before 1929 Kirushohev had been
promoted to Party assignments in Kiev, where he very poaaimy had
contact with L. M. Wen, Becretary Gensral of m Ukranisn Party
Contral cumitm during 1925-28. His auhwmt cereer umeats

that he had become & Kaganmrlch protege.,
?

1929 o ¥rom the Ukranisn Party organization Knrushchev vas Sransferred
in 1920 to study in Hoscow {rollowing the return of Ksgsnovich to
Central Party work in the Soviet capital). Xe attended the Industrisl
Academy, for heavy industry, imeni I. V. Stalin, an institute newly
esteblished along with other such academies to train industrial techniclens.

Khrushchev atteined the trusted position of Bvaeretnz'y of the
Acsdemy*s Party Committee, thus furthering his political and organize=-
1931 tiooal ex;mmee Tn 1931 he was made a Party Committee Secretary
fifst’ of'Bam Rayon, then of Krasnopresenskly Rayon, Woth industriel
. districts in the Moscow Party's city organization bossed {after 1930}
by Raganovich. |
1932 - Thereefter Khrushohev rose rapidly. During 1932-34 he understudied
93 Kaganovich 25 Second Secretery of the Moscow City Party Committee,
becoming in 1934 First Becretary in the City end Second in the Oblast'.
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1936

o

eb .

© He becsne Piret Secretary of both Moscow Comittess vhen Kaganovich
transferred to other duties in 1935. With this promotion he sssvmed
direction of the most importest mnteipel snd regicnal orgenlustion in
tue Soviet Communist Party, ncluding in its mesbership Central Party
and governmant officisls as well os local leaders. |

Khrushehev's advance to lesding party maw was m&e st the esmnn
of local officials who wers purged from the Somw. Party organizstion
by triels of Elmm'y 1935. Boviet biogrwh&rt state m‘b Khrushchev
conducted an active fight ageinst the rightist Uglanov elements and
aleo againat Trotskyite and Bukharinist devistionists for the make of
Party purity, anl so emerged as one of the cutstanding representatives
of the post-October line of Party workers trained by Stalin.

Knrushchev's poiitical respmli‘omtioﬁ in Mosoow aywnntly in-
¢ludsd mspects of the construetion of the Betropolitan subvay systen.
Along with Kaganovich and Bulganin he received credit for the subway's
imeasm W&ﬁm. It bas "bem r:pomd that the subway m
mltté& on mﬂk by mesns of ruthless d.imgar& of the heslth imﬁ.

. sefety of the workers involved on the y@oaact. After 1935 his pran:nenat

mmm s pm;mimtim 4n USSR ﬂcmrmt affairs, He served as. s
m«m mexber of the Pmidim of the USSR Central Executive
Gﬂmitm, to which he vas slscted In February 1935. Ha vas cae of

the 30 Soviet officlals who signed the new BESR Constitublen in
Decenber 1936. Knrushchev &id not galn membership on the Secretariat
of Palitbure of the All-Union Party Central Committes &urins this Moscow

‘[ v
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assignment, This oversight may have reflected Stslin's effort ,
(atter 1935) to veduce the personal pover of Kagsnovich, Khrushehev's
patron,

Barly in 1938, at the end of the Great Purges, Kuwushchev wes
removed from the Moscow sesretarial post and assigned to other
important work. In late Jemuary of that year he was seat mw
Kiev as Pirst Becretary of the krenian Party Central Comtttes and
simultansously elevated to ceandidate membership on the Polithuro of

‘the Ali-Union Party Central Coomittes. The Ukranisn post wae vital

not caly because of the position vhich that ares occupled &n the
industrial and agricultural sconcmy of the USSR, but also becmuse 1t
was adnittedly one of the first chjectives of Hitler's dsclared exe
pausionist policy. A year safter his assigrment Karushobav wvas slevated
to full mesbership in the Politturo. Eie positicn In the Soviet
politiesl hierarchy st the time is evident in a Nay 1939 press listing
of top Party officials: BStalin, Molctov, Voroshilov, Kegsnovich,
Krlinin, Zvancy, Mikoyan, Krushebev, Beriya, and Malenkov.

In the Ukranien Party Khrushohev assumed a pmiﬁmimim to
that of Stalin in the All-Union Party, as ranking meber of the Politburo,
Organtsationsl Bureau, and Secretsriat. Purthermors, he took peracnal
control of the Kiev Gblast’ and Giﬁy My organigations. From this
powerful. posttion he fashioned an administrative apparstus responsive
% his comnind. lésding posts vers assigned to Maash nt'ble lmown
men. One of his apparent errors in p.raml matters, however, was the
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1943

194k

.8

selection of M. A. Burmistenko as his Second Seoretary. During the
mamaatmnpmmymmeammm, as 414 many other
Ukrantens. After 1938 Knrushchev sat as s member of the Mty
Council of the Kiev Military metrictv{thm commanded by S. K.
Timoshenko, and later by G. X. Zhukov), ?onnmné the Gema_nviaw
vesion Khrushchev served on military councils on the southern sectors
6! the front.

Although not included smong the members of the supreme wartime
lesdership, iﬁmwhahav represented the Moscow i’olithm in militery-
political matters on the southern fronts and reporws.ly directed
operations of certain partisan forces behind German Iiﬁeu. During

_1542+43 he was a member of the Military Council of the Stalingred

Front. According to Kurushchev, he personally participeted in the
defense of Stalingred. Subsequently he served on the Militsry Coumell

of the Vorcnezh Front as the Germans retresated. He was swarded the |
military rank of Lieutenmant eneral in i943. The militm man with ‘

whom he apparently associated 'during these years were: R. ¥Ya, Halinovskiy,
N. ¥. Vatutin, G. K. Zhukov, 8. I. Konev, V. D. Sokolovekiy, and |
K. S. Momkalenko. Political officers who served with or under Kurushchev
in 1943-44 included:s F. F. Kusnetsov, A. B. Zheltov, and D. T. Shepilov.
Khrushohiey probably resumed political dutles as Ukranian Party First
Becretary in late 1943, Kiev being liberated 1# ﬁavembar Thereattor

he exercised almost plenipotentisry powers in the republis, for in

addition to his miltiple Party posts he ssswsed in February 194 the

Y

\
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office of Chairman of the Comcil of People's Commissars {dater

- Ministers), replacing the Ukranisn-born Korniyete. Betveen 1oih

and 1947 he cerried out s manss mhcmntefmmmm
Government par-onml by new cadres, uﬁemﬂxm an extensive
canpalgn of propsgands snd forge to root out opposition elenents.

- within the populstion, He made & public smnocuncement in 1946 of w
drsatic esdres turnover. |

Déespite Buushehev's strencue mw, m situstion in the
Ukraine svidently dav.loped bedly dur“ins 1546 and by exrly 1947 a
severe orisis sxisted in the rep\mliq. Related in part at lesst to
s general agricultural erisis throughout the Soviet Uniom, it was
agmﬁte& by econemde dfslocetions omuged by the war and the postvar
reccastruction prograus, :nd. by the m&ﬂtﬁ;u of resistence banis,
particularly in ths western oblasts. To &cﬁ& vith this crisis Stalin
dispatehed Eagancvich to Kiev to replace Knrushohev as Ukranian Party
First ancrem.

_ Clrovmstantial evidence, based in part on their formér essocis-
tion in Moscow, suggests that Ksganovich masy heve served during

' this episode ss the saviour of his former colleague Khrushohev. At

any raie, the more experienced Jew proved the mw of the situstion,
according to a purported eyewitness. althaugh Knrushchev remained
upfmersnmmmmuwsaamt, he was not
reported aa participating in public affairs there during Aprile
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1947 ' November 1947, He weas wnsyimhr sbsent from & plentm of the
Qentrel Committeé in Kiev {Jfune) end 444 not appear along with other
Boviet lesders at the Tushino air shov (August 3). An uneonfirmed
rumor put him in disfevor becsuss of corrupticn emong Ukranisn
officinle, while another report sttributed his demotion snd ebsence
from public sctivity o poor heelth. Early in Septenber 1547,
w, Khirushchey sppesred in s Politburo lineup in Moscow, and
1o Desex ,rmwmmammmym%ymnw
Kaganovich retwrned to Moscow,
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1949

1919
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What ever the reasons for Khrushchev's temperary eclipse in 1947,
he resumed direction of Ukrainisn Parﬁy affairs with no apparent loss
of prestige, though without the full array of posts which he had held
prior to March 1947, The premiership passed to Korotchenks and resporiss
ibility for the Kiev Party organization had alroady been sassigned to
Z.T. Serdy'uk During the next two yoars official reporte steted that
Ukranian agricultﬁral yielde had filled prescribed quotas, and in
Hovember 1949 G.M. I{almkox} declared that Soviet géa’;i._n ;ambiems had

been solved,

In Decenber 1949 Khrushchev relinquished the top Ukrainiun Party
post and roturned to Foseow to assums the duties of Party Chief of

Hoscow Oblast' and Secrstary of the All.Union Party Central Committes

ap well, These aspignments brought him for the £irst time into posts
concerned with organizationsl work at the All-Union level. The sixth
,suceé»ssiva_ Secratary of the Party Central Committee to be appointed
afver the #;m- ended, EKhrushchev was also the last man added to ths
Secreteriat before the 19th CPSU Congress, No less than five men had
been dropped from the Party Secretariat (by death, demotion, or diugracs)
between 1945 and 1919. In some respects, therefors, Enrushehev's ad-
vent marked a temporary stabilizing of the composition, and perhaps alpo

of the operations, of the Seoretariat.

'Bespite his belated assignment as & Paxrty Secretary, Khrushchev '
{a member of the Politburo) beeame the third-ranking man in the Secre-
teriat, behind Stalin and lalemkov but shead of H.A, Suslov and P.K.
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Ponomoranko, He did not have a seat in the U,8.8.R. Council of Ministors
(as 41d Stalin, Malenkov, and Ponomorenko after 1951), but he was the
only Secretary to administer directly & major Pat"by pregandizetion {Moscow).
Although his exact responsibvilities in the Secretarist until 3»953 are
not altogether clear, his work not only touched the Moscow and certain
other Party organizations, but alse concernad central argnnisatignal

matters like the Party Statute,

1549 In returning as Moscow Party Chief in December 1949 Khrushchev re-
sumed a status which he had otoupled during 1935-38 and thereby returned
the capital bﬁ its Party msnager of tiza 1930'# and in & sense marked s
rejection of the leadership group which had been built up there since
1938, b&ince many of the Mogeow leaders from 1938 to 1949 may heve
been close associates and followers of Malsnkov, circumstantial evi~
dence suggests that Khrushohev's advent in 1949 was a step directed
ageinst Malenkov's growing politicel powers. In sny event, Khrashchev
set about to transform the party machime that had been bult up in
Hoscow since 1938, A new slate of Secretaries were elected to bath
the City and the Oblest! Party orgardzations and in the succesding
months the City and Oblast'! Party buresus and Ispolkoms wero funda.
mentally re-staffed, By the time the libscow Party organization slected
delegates bo the 15th CPSU Congress in 1952, iﬁé political complexion

1952 hed changed significantly.

- _- : '
1953 In March 1953 Khrushchev was appointed ranking Secretary of the
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Secretariat af the Central Commlttee of the Communist Party and was
released from his dutles as lloscow Party chief, In September 1953 he
waé degignated First Secretary of the Becrotariat of the Central
Committee of the Commnist Party, Although N.A, HMikhaylov (conceiv-
ably a follower of Malenkov) was assigned to replace Khrushchev during
| the political readjustments following Stalin's death, this arrangemsnt
was undone in March 195), and the group which Khrushchev developed
after 1949 now appesrs firnly in control. Thers has emerged in the

Hoscow apparstue since 1950 a noneindigenous group of officials which

is becoming wore ilmportant. The evidence suggests that these nay be

the elements of a political fence which Khrushchev constructed out of

his former associates in the Ulraine and elscwhere as a protection

againgt increased political power of Malenkov. Finally, since Khmghéhev,‘s
elevation in 1953, the Noscow Party First Becretary has not rated a seat
in the top level Party high cormand, which nsy well be int-erpﬁe’oed 48 &

measure to preclude the emergence of politicsal edversaries,

Prior t6 1350 Party chieftains in cutlying big citles such as
leningred and Minsk as well as thoge in the Caucasus, Baltic States
and Moldavia enjoyed a conslderable amount of autonomy., Congurrently
with what appeared to be the program to undercut the power of Malenkov
in the Moscow Party organization a series of political manipulations
were carried out to raddce the stature of the men holding these outlying
positions and to make them nore rsapanaivu té central conbrul, it secms

safe to say thet Khrushchev alons did not initiate these various measuresy
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1952

1953

navérthelaea » he oppears to have boen ra*_bher closely sssociated with
their implementation and has undoubtedly benefited from them since his
erprgonce as CPSU First Seeretary, 4 tie possibly linking Ehmahéhev
with these developments is his occupation in the months before the 19th
CPSU Congress (%wwr 1952) with the revision of the Party Statute s @

ducument | defining the powery and functions of Party organs,

Ehrushchev!s experience in the Ukralne; whose Par‘by organization
was patterned closely after that of the All-Union Communist Party, prob-
ably assistad him in the work of modifying the Party bLy-lews. Ths more
important changes which he proposed were: repiacemn% of the historic
Politburo by an expanded Presidium, olear differentistion of functions
botween Presidium and Secretariat, and sbolition of the Orgbure. The
dutlies of the Orgburo were absorbed by the Sacietariat,. The rovised

Statute also provided for the contraction of republic central mmnittee

and regional and local commitiee secretariats from five to three memberss

The departure of Malenkov from the Party Decretarist in Marsh 1953
openad the way for Knrushchev to exercise undivided supervision over
personnéi matiers, It appears that he has not only introduced Ukrainlan
associlates and others belioved to be his followers into the Central
Party apparstus but has sppointod some of thom to the Party organization

of the R.S.F.8.H. as well, The milltary establishment and the Soviet o i
governmont have also felt Khrushchev's sppointing powers. Mot a_fﬂ.y have
Blrgininn penorals like A.A, Grechke and A,I, Yeremenke recoived ad-

vancement » but many of Khrushchev's former sesociates on the wartims
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frorita have been given key assigrments,

Singe Khrushchev's emergence as Party First Secretary in 1953 he
has aedopted a role resembling that of chief Party whip and trouble
shooter, travelling extensively and dealing with many local problems
on the spot. Moreover, he has played a well-apublicim part not only
in organizational and personnel questions but in other matters per~
taining to government operations and to foreign Communist Partiem, A%

195L the February 1954 plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, for example,
he voiced great concern with various government operations, Charging
| inadequate performance of dutises connected with sgricuitural production

he chastised @ considersble munber of high state officials. In addition,

f he recommended changes in the location and aéiministration of certain
‘ ministries concerned with exploiting natural resources, Both the tone
of his remarks and their full publication indicated poesible discord
in ths collective leadership,

! Perhaps even more publicly than it did before 1953, the CPSU Secret-
ariat under Khrushchev has played an active part in the conduct of relas

5 tions with other Communist Parties, especially those of the orbit countries,
Khrushchev himself represented the CPSU gt the Second Congréas of the

l Polish United Workers Party in Warsaw and he likewlse travellsd to Prague
for the 10th Congress of the Communist Party of Czschoslovakia, Since

| , 19Lli, 4in fact, the world pross has carried an ever increasing volume of
commentary on Khrushchev's expanding contast not only with orbit coune

tries bul western nations as well,

( .
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It ie apparent from the foregoing brief history that thers are
nany gaps m our knowledpe of the dstalls of Khrushchev's activities

from his earliest boyhood right up to the present time, It is fairly
.rﬂ.ear that Khrushchev wae moved from the Ukraine to Moscow as 8 proe
tege of Kaganovich, In fact the older men coems to have looked after
Khrushchev throughout his career, Xhrushchev was almost invariably
appointed to higher positions to rapiace men who ware belng purged,
ugnally with the influence of Kagenovieh discornible behind the scence,

f Reliable observers who have come into contsct with the Soviet
chisftains since Stalin's death acknowledge Khrushéhev's greabt emgieé
and obilities as a politiéian but terd to discount the paseibmt-y that
he will, like Stalin, mttain unchallenged pmmy in the Soviet politieal
hierafcrwﬁ His status reflects in part the regime's post«Siamlin patiern
of separating the administrative heads of Party and state at the alde
union level in an effort to implemt gollsctive leadarship; Although

it formalizes the leading position whiech Khrushchev attained in the
Secretariat in Harch 1953, his title of First Secretary differs from
Stelint's former designation as Secretery Genersl, EKhrushchev is mt 3
as Btalin was, a mambor of the U,5.8,R, Councll of Ministers,
Knrushchev's name is consistently linked with programs of agri-
cultural reform in the boviet Union, Immediately aftor being assigned
. @B Party Chief in MNosocow and as a Secretary of the Central Committes,

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/11/08 :
ICIA-RDP74-00297R000601240005-7 '



Declassmed in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/11/08 :
CIA-RDP74-00297R000601240005-7

wlf-

|
|
! Khrughchev came forth as en advocate of amalpamation of the country'ls
} 250,000 collective farms into larger unite and the removel of the

 peasant villages into more compact settlements of ggrogorods. He

supported the Brig-éde system of farm work organization by ﬁmﬁicting
an increase in grain production whers large labor unlts could pursus

large-ecalé farming with mproved machinery, He also came forth in

support of increased professional qualifications for the leading workers
of kolkhores, state farms, and machine«tractor stations, Ixcept for the
| resettlement features, the agricultural program which he set forth in |
1950 was essentisally put into execution. The general program of expane
| ' sion in asgriculiural activities through the use of hitherte uncultivaﬁad
land and the maximum exploitation of modern methods wae re-~emphasized by
Khrushchev after 1953, In gome respects he may have staked his own
political standing on the success of this progran,

In sddition to being identified with Sov‘iet agrimilture » Khrushchev
also has broad connections throughout Heavy Ind,ustry.‘ His concern for
the mechanigation of agricultura forms a2 1ink in this i’fsapect. Further-
nore, he was for sometime the close political associate of industrial

organizer Kapanovich, which undoubtedly forms snother link, It may also
be pointed out that Knrushchev spent his boyhood in the metallurgical
'section of the Donbas and received his technical education in the heavy

industrial ascedeny in Hoscow,

| Khrushchev hes had occasion to adninister the Stelinist "nationality
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policy” (the buslding of Soviet statss which are national in form,
socialist in content) during his assipgnment in the Ukrains, whers the
Party faced the most challenging nationality problem in the Soviet Union,
Integration of the Ukraine into the Soviet system invelved overcoming
social snd political traditions smanating from an earlier experiencd of
politicel separstion from Russia and from Ukralnisn historicsl ties
with some western cultural forms, The development of collsborationist
gentiments undesr Cerman ocoupation combined with the above elemsnts to
comprisse one of the most thorny political protlems facing the Soviet
regime toward the close of the war, In this connection it ahauid be
pointed out that Khrushchey has volced Soviet gspiritionz cmmirning
Eastern Europe; where an extension of the Soviet nationality policy is
implied. One important feature of his outlook on this matter appesrs
0o be the establlshment of permanant RBusec-Polish friendship on the
basis of joint action through the Compunist Party, He has stressed
the unity of the Slavic §aop1¢s as a "gusrantes against enenmy incursions.®
In post-war debstes concerning the dispoaiiion of problems relating to
the Soviet's Eastern Buropean Satellites it is believed that Ehrushchey
supported strengthening the “Seciaiist States' in this ares as opposed
to Malenkov's advocacy of demilitarization and virtual dlsmantiing af
the German industrial complex, |

Since the death of Stalin, Khrushchev has taken a more active role
in foreign affairs, During 1953~5L he hes participatsd in high-leovel
discussions batween Soviet lesders and top officials in the Soviet Orbit

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/11/08 :
CIA-RDP74-00297R000601240005-7




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/11/08 :
CIA-RDP74-00297R000601240005-7

“15e

states end hus met atim;’ foreign dignitabies, Speaking in Hoscow in
April 195k and at Pragus in June 1954, Khrushchev made bold foreign
policy statemsnts, more bellicose and hostile to the snemy West than
declarations of his Perty wlla#guaa, His freadom from direct governe
mental responsibility mey in part explain his license, while it is
apparent, that as top Party spokesman he is a forceful &nd no doubt
effective propagandist, It is unlikely, however, that Khruahchev enjoys

aryy mors authority in Soviet foreign policj formulation than other mems
bers of the Party Presidium,

In view of Khrushchev's rols &s the leader in the denigration of
Stalin, it is moat instructive to exsmine his mlati&r‘;ahips 10 the
Stalinist forces at sarlier sta.gés in his career. He was ong of the
few imporbtant lsaders in the Party to attend the 17th Party Congress
in 193h a8 & delegate and survive. This places him clearly within the
Stalin-Kaganovich faction at the time of the 1.&5@ r'egl fight against the
‘uss of terror and the cult of personaliiy. Thia took plmé in the years
1932 to 1934 end ended with the assassination of the lsader of the
liberal faction, Sergel Kirov -5.n Degevber, 193Lh. In short , there is
strong circumstantial evidence that Khrushchev was in a position to do
something to prevent Stalin from becoming the bloody dictator he became
after 193 (eccording to Khrushchev), But instesd of opposing Stelin
he was one of a small minority in the upper Party circles who definitely
sided with 5talin,
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Khrushchev is the men who anncunced the changes in the Party
regulations at the 19th Congress in the fall of 1952. These regulés
tions clesrly indicated a behind-the-scenec move to shuffle the party
lesdership into some new pattern, It was apparently the first step in
Stalints plan for a new purge, Ktmushchw, a8 usual, was the Dictator's
handy man in announeing the changes, Harrison Salisbury's boolk,
Amerioan in Russis containg an illuminating asetion -conéarnmg the

political nmanipulations which were taking place within the Fm;y organ-

ization ot this time.

In coneluding it should be pointed out that lMarshall MacDuffie's
sories of articles on his interviews with Knrushchev are, to our knowe

ledge, the best sources of first hand information from a western writer

oni the man,
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13 July 1956

Memorandum for the Executive Assistant to the FDirectbr, J. S. Earmans

Dick Harkness called to say that at a READERS' DIGEST conference
yesterday in New York he was told that Herbert Hoover, Jr. had

-downgraded all the POW confessions to unclassified so that Bill White,

of READERS' DIGEST could do a book on brainwashing. The book will
be out this fall. That knocked into a cocked hat the Harkness ideas
re a-series on brainwashing.

Harkness said he and his wife, however, want to do a Khrushchev
series and that they had discussed this with the Director and he said
he would see what unclassified material could be furnished to them
by CIA and what classified material we had could be declassified for
their use.  He will call later to see what they can get.

I told him I'd be reporting next Monday for jury duty but that

Fould sit in for me.

Assistant to the Director

| ) .
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12 July 19%6

P!EHORANBJN FOR THE DIRECT@:

This memorandun is for informatiocn anlz-

Mrs. Harknass telephoned last evening to say that she and
Dick are leaving the city early today to discuss with their
editors & series of magazine articles on brainwashing and
Khrushchev. They will rat.um't.onight to Washington. She »aska
if it will be possible for them to know by tomorrow if you can
make available to them unclassified data such as previously

discussed with you.

| | ‘ STANLEY J. GROGAN
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10 July 1956

MEMORANIUM FOR THE DIRECTOR:

This memorandum recommends action.

A reminder from Richard Harkness for your actions

Dick Harkness asked me to remind you of a recent cohversation
he said you had with him regarding "brainwashing“ and "Khrushchev."

Dick and his wife are planning some magazine articles, he said
he told you, on brainwashing and on Khrushchev.

You are quoted as saying that maybe CIA has some data on
brainwashing that is unclassified or may be unclassified for the
Harkness use; and that maybe CIA has some data on Khrushchev tﬂat

would be newsworthy in a magazine article.

-~ STANLEY J. GROGAN
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28 February 1956 ~

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR:

This memorandum recommends action.

Richard Harkness asked 1f I would transmit to you his invitation
for you to speak at a time of your oun choosing to an Overseas
Writer's luncheon. He is the President for 19%6. He said Joe Collins
will be the guest at a luncheon on 20 March and maybe you would
address them during the week of 25-31 March or early in April.

Recommend you accept but that the date be Tuesday the 10th or
Tuesday the 17th of April. Many of those at QOverseas will have heard
you on 2 March, and any date before 10 April might be less effective
than one on or after that date.

STANLEY J. OHOGAN
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